Northern Red-Bellied Cooter Conservation by Goldman, Talya et al.
Northern Red-Bellied Cooter Conservation
Team Members: Talya Goldman, Alexandria Nogueras, Ryan Hennigan, Timothy Berry
Advisors: Marja Bakermans (BB) and David Spanagel (HUA)
Problem Statement and Goal
The Northern Red-Bellied Cooter, has been on the Endangered Species list for over 30 years. The cooter has little to no known impact on the 
environment, however if it were to go extinct, we might then see the ecological impact. There are already several programs in place to help 
with conservation, however those are stopgaps. Our goal is to raise awareness and help fill in the gaps where other plans may fail. 
Outlook if Implemented
• Taken off the endangered species list
• Better environment for turtles
• Implemented with other species
Head-start 
Program
Ineffective-
population 
may destabilize 
soon
Has no impact 
on stopping 
adult deaths
Raised and 
stabilized 
population
Protects nests
Raises 
hatchlings in 
captivity
Conclusion
The most effective means of conserving 
the red-bellied cooter would be the 
continuation of the head-start 
program, and addition of predator 
and habitat management to assure 
adult survival. 
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Northern Red-Bellied Cooter
Pseudemys rubriventris
Federal Status: endangered
State Status: endangered 
•High mortality rate for hatchlings
•High predation
•Habitat fragmentation
•Small range in Massachusetts 
Range
Plymouth and 
Bristol County
